Georgia to look at Alabama water plan
04/21/2000 

MONTGOMERY (AP) - Georgia officials agreed on Thursday to give a Feb. 9 proposal from Alabama Gov. Don Siegelman a second look, this time as a possible 10to 15-year interim agreement on sharing water in the Alabama-Coosa Tallapoosa river basin. 

Georgia's chief negotiator, Bob Kerr, said he would present the proposal to Georgia Gov. Roy Barnes, but he doubted there will be a resolution by the May 1 deadline. 

Georgia had rejected the proposal initially, and Barnes issued a counterproposal in an April 4 letter to Siegelman. The governors' communications prompted negotiators to assemble briefly Thursday as a prelude to next Wednesday's formal meeting called by Siegelman after talks had broken off. 

"Given the differences in the two letters, it's highly unlikely there's going to be an agreement by the end of this month," Kerr said. 

Siegelman has suggested extending the talks for up to 90 days to bring in a mediator, preferably a retired federal judge. He also wanted clarification on why Georgia rejected Alabama's proposal. 

Jim Campbell, Alabama's chief negotiator, said he would like to see Georgia take a "common-sense" look at the Feb. 9 proposal as an interim solution. The states had been trying to reach a pact through the year 2050. 

"It's going to be their call and that call has to be between now and the 26th," Campbell said Thursday. 
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